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For purely practical reasons, this volume treats codices VIII and IX. Little of the contents of either of 
these codices is preserved, too little in fact to justify separate volumes for them. The five texts 
contained in these codices differ considerably one from the other, in their form as in their content or in 
the doctrines they advance—and this remains true whether the works are examined completely 
independently, or as members of their respective codices. Linguistically, however, there is a sharp 
distinction to be drawn between codex VIII and codex IX—as this concordance allows the reader to 
see for him or herself. But these differences are not more significant than those found elsewhere in the 
Nag Hamadi collection, even within a single codex, as in the case of codex VII. 
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